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Blessed Francisco was born in Aljustrel, a village in the
district of Fatima, at 3 a.m. on 11th June, 1908.  He was
baptised nine days later, on 20th June 1908.  His parents,
Manuel Pedro Marto (1873-1957) and Olimpia de Jesus
(1864-1956) were pious Christians, with the simple and
solid faith characteristic of the good hillside folk.  During
the period of the apparitions, a
young lawyer, Dr Carlos de Azeve-
do Mendes, having spoken to little
Francisco, described him as follows
in a letter dated 7th September,
1917: "Stocking cap well pulled
down, a very short jacket, his shirt
peeping under his waistcoat, tight
trousers, in fact quite a little man. A
handsome boy. Bright and mischie-
vous face. He replied straightfor-
wardly to my questions". The Baron
of Alvaiázere, Dr Luís António Vieira
de Magalhães e Vasconcelos, dur-
ing a visit to Fatima, has also left
us a description of Francisco dating
from about two months and some
weeks later, after the last appari-
tion: "He was a child of from 10 to
12 years old, dressed as is the
custom for a country child, quite
cheerful and carefree to all appear-
ances. We asked the little fellow to
accompany us, which he did at
once, jumping smilingly into the car
in which we were driving. We asked
him a number of questions but he
smiled more than talked, showing
himself astonished by the various parts of the motor car".
From the descriptions left by Sr Lucia, we know that he
loved birds, to play his flute and to sing. He loved the
Angels' lamps, but nothing enchanted him as much as the
rising and setting of the sun. While there was still any
trace of sunset, he did not bother to look and see if any of
the Angels' lamps had been lit.

Together with his seven-year old sister, Jacinta, and his
10-year old cousin, Lucia, Francisco saw a young man of
about 14 to 15 on a hillside close to his home in the spring
of 1916.  The young man was whiter than snow which the
sun made transparent as if he were made of glass, and he
was very beautiful.  It was the Angel of Peace which spoke
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to them and taught them to pray, saying that the Hearts of
Jesus and Mary were attentive to the voice of their suppli-
cations.  There were two further meetings with the Angel.

Some months later, at midday on a Sunday, 13th May,
they saw in the Cova da Iria, on a little holm oak tree, a
Lady dressed in white, more brilliant than the sun, and

radiating a light more clear and
more intense than a crystal glass
filled with sparkling water, when the
rays of the burning sun shine
through it.

The Lady asked them: "Are you
willing to offer yourselves to God
and bear all the sufferings He wills
to send you, as an act of repara-
tion for the sins by which He is
offended, and of supplication for the
conversion of sinners?"

"Yes, we are willing", Lucia re-
plied, in the name of all three.

In response to the requests of
the Angel and of the Lady, who ap-
peared to them five more times,
Francisco dedicated himself whole-
heartedly to his mission.

The heroicity of his short life
was recognised in a rigorous
canonical investigation; after a
miracle was obtained through the
intercession of Francisco and his
younger sister, Pope John Paul II
raised them both to the honour of
the altar.  During the ceremony of
beatification, the Pope said that

they had been "set on the lampstand which God has lit to
give light to humanity in its hours of darkness and doubt".
May they now shine even more brightly by their example,
by the way in which they responded to the call for
conversion and to make reparation for the offences com-
mitted against God and the Immaculate Heart of Mary.  In
practising devotion to them, we are called upon to imitate
continuously their virtues and to ask ever more confidently
for their intercession in the difficulties of our lives.

It has pleased God to grant many graces to those who
have recourse to Him through the intercession of blessed
Francisco. It is fitting, however, that prayers asking for their
help should be addressed to both Francisco and Jacinta,
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as a miracle obtained through the intercession of both is
required for their canonisation.

THE HOLINESS OF THE LITTLE SHEPHERDS
Fr. Paolo Molinari, S.J.

Fr. Paolo Molinari, S.J was appointed Postulator for the
Causes of Beatification and Canonisation of the Little
Shepherds of Fatima on 24th November, 1979. He was
invited to take part in the International Congress "Fatima
for the XXI Century" and so, on 11th October, 2007, he
gave the following lecture on the holiness of the little Shep-
herds:

The subject that I was given and that I must present in
the context of the International "Fatima for the XXI Century"
Congress is: "The Holiness of the Little Shepherds".

In order to meet your expectations, I feel I must begin
by discussing a few basic ideas concerning what we mean
by 'holiness'. There can be no doubt that this term is often
badly misunderstood and there are many people, including
Christians, who associate and identify the term with ex-
traordinary phenomena and mystical graces, as if it were
such things that manifest the holiness of a person.

The true state of affairs is quite different, so I think I
need to explain what it is that "holiness" consists in.  I
propose to do so by referring to what God himself has
revealed to us and the Church, guided by the Holy Spirit,
teaches us rather than quoting my own personal opinion.

God revealed Himself by speaking to us through the
Holy Scriptures, the basic theme of which, as expounded
in both the Old and the New Testament, is undoubtedly the
History of Salvation, and this is nothing other than the
history of the love of God for humanity and for each human
being.  In fact, God who is Love, merciful Love, gave to
those whom He had created from the beginning the possi-
bility of living in union with Him; He offered them a "Cove-
nant", in other words, a pact of mutual and reciprocal love.
It was God, the supreme Being, who freely, and therefore
gratuitously, offered and continues to offer to those whom
He created and who depend on Him the possibility of living
a relationship of friendship and protection with Him.  All
this is obviously a pact, a bond between unequal beings
and therefore it follows that God, as the Supreme Being,
dictates the conditions which human beings must observe
if they wish to retain their relationship of union with God.

Unfortunately the history of salvation shows us that the
Covenant sealed with the Lord was broken by human be-
ings many times over, and that many painful consequenc-
es followed from this lack of fidelity. The first of these
consequences was the distancing of human beings from
God, bringing with it the formation of a society which,
lacking God's supreme criteria, brings about its own de-
struction because human beings and nations seek domin-
ion over one another and they do this by forceful and
violent means.  In spite of this, God, filled with compassion
and love, has always done everything possible to call back
to Himself those who have strayed far from Him, and in
approaching them He displays his readiness to forgive
those who are converted.  For this reason He sent the
prophets, whose mission it was to seek to persuade hu-
man beings to live in accordance with the commitments

entered into, and to live in union with God.  They fulfilled
this mission by appealing to the most moving experiences
in which the theme of love had prevailed.  Think of the
terms used by the prophet Hosea (Hos. 2, 20-24), the
images used by Ezekiel (Ez. 36, 26 and 16, 60), and by
Isaiah (Is. 54; 42, 6 and 49, 6 et seq.).  Nevertheless,
although God had done everything possible to draw human
beings back to Himself, they refused to listen to the voice
with which He tried lovingly to bring them back to wisdom
and then conversion in order to live that relationship of
union with Him which they themselves had destroyed.

Eucharistic Prayer IV expresses this truth succinctly
when it says: "Again and again you offered a covenant to
man, and through the prophets taught him to hope for
salvation. Father, you so loved the world that in the full-
ness of time you sent your only Son to be our Saviour. He
was conceived through the power of the Holy Spirit, and
born of the Virgin Mary, a man like us in all things but sin".
Being "one with the Father" (John 10, 30), the Incarnate
Word loved us to the end (John 13, 1) and so offered
himself as a victim of propitiation and expiation, establish-
ing the New Covenant in his blood; and this he did precise-
ly in order to unite human beings with himself and in
himself to the Father.  Let us take another look at the
words pronounced by Jesus Christ Our Lord during the last
Supper, as transmitted to us by St John in Chapter 17, vv.
20-24 of his Gospel: "I do not pray for these only, but also
for those who believe in me through their word, that they
may all be one; even as thou, Father, art in me, and I in
thee, that they also may be in us, so that the world may
believe that thou has sent me.  The glory which thou hast
sent me I have given to them, that they may be one even
as we are one, I in them and thou in me, that they may
become perfectly one, so that the world may know that
thou hast sent me and hast loved them even as thou hast
loved me".

From what has been said, it is clear that in God's mind
holiness consists in "union with Christ", but this means for
each one to live his or her ordinary everyday life moved by
the Spirit which guided Jesus in his earthly life, and which
he instils into our hearts so that we too can do everything
that pleases the Father.

The Second Vatican Council, in seeking, under the
guidance of the Holy Spirit, to find a reply to John XXIII's
question: "Church, what do you say of yourself?" present-
ed in the first two chapters of the dogmatic Constitution
"Lumen Gentium" a series of texts from Sacred Scripture
which clearly show the continuous loving activity of God
aimed at uniting human beings with himself and, in so
doing, emphasised the theme of the Covenant in an effort
to lead human beings to appreciate what it means to be a
member of the Church.  The Church, in fact, is vitally
united with Christ as the branches to the vine (cf. John 15,
1-11) and it is for this reason that the Lord pleads insist-
ently with each one of the members of his Body (cf. Col. 1,
24) to "Abide in me and I in you" because only then will
you give fruit (cf. John 15, 4-5).  In fact it is from Him that
life and the ability to act flows in the body.

One can, and must, therefore say that the Second
Vatican Council, in other words the Church guided by the
Holy Spirit, explicitly taught concerning holiness that it
consists in "union with God".  So much so that in Chapter
VII of the dogmatic Constitution "Lumen Gentium", which
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deals with the eschatological nature of the pilgrim Church,
the Council expressed itself as follows: "To look on the life
of those who have faithfully followed Christ is to be inspired
with a new reason for seeking the city which is to come
(cf. Heb. 13, 14 and 11, 10), while at the same time we are
taught to know a most safe path by which, despite the
vicissitudes of the world, and in keeping with the state of
life and condition proper to each of us, we will be able to
arrive at perfect union with Christ, that is, holiness". (Lu-
men Gentium, n. 50).

It goes without saying that each person is called to live
in union with Christ in accordance with his or her own
particular state and conditions in life, in accordance with
the vocation given to each one as a member of the Body of
Christ in which there is a great variety of tasks and func-
tions, as St Paul has described in detail (cf. I Cor. 12, 4-
27).

This is exactly what the little Shepherds did. Gradually
they made their way along the "narrow way" in their follow-
ing of Christ, and they did so like children and as the little
children that they were.  They each had their temperament
and character, qualities and also limitations. The Lord ap-
proached them in a very special way, knocked on the
doors of their hearts with the help, to begin with, of the
Angel and then of his Mother, the "Lady" and, as the Lord
himself said: "If anyone hears my voice and opens the
door, I will come in to him, and eat with him and he with
me" (Apoc. 3, 20).

By corresponding ever more generously to all that was
being asked of them, the little Shepherds grew very close
to Jesus and increasingly lived their union with Him, ac-
cording to the characteristics which were proper to their
particular nature.  We can then ask exactly how this hap-
pened, and what were the distinguishing characteristics
whereby both Francisco and Jacinta lived their union with
Christ.  They were young children brought up in a family
and in an atmosphere profoundly impregnated with Chris-
tian values.  Like many other children they had learnt their
catechism and they knew about Jesus Christ and his
Mother, the Virgin Mary; they knew the principal events of
their lives and that Jesus had died on the cross to make
reparation for our sins, while his Mother stood at the foot of
the Cross.  They had both learnt to pray, or rather, to kneel
down in the presence of God.  They had learnt to recite the
Rosary as a family, in other words, to speak to the Bless-
ed Virgin repeating the words addressed to her by the
Archangel Gabriel. And so it was that when they took their
sheep to graze at the Place of the Skull, they spontane-
ously found time to recite the prayers that they already
knew.

They liked to play with one another, but at times they
preferred to move away from one another in order to gaze
silently at Nature; the flowers opening up to the sun, the
birds flying to and fro, the lambs gambolling; they liked to
listen to the twittering of the birds and the bleating of the
sheep and the gusting of the wind and all it carried in its
wake; and they witnessed also the arrival of an angel with
a chalice in his left hand and in his right a host from which
drops of blood were falling into the chalice.

[Leaving the chalice suspended in the air], the Angel
knelt down beside the three children and invited them to
say three times with him the following prayer: "Most Holy
Trinity, Father, Son and Holy Spirit, I adore You profound-

ly, and I offer You the most precious Body, Blood, Soul
and Divinity of Jesus Christ, present in all the tabernacles
of the world, in reparation for the outrages, sacrileges and
indifference with which He himself is offended". Then the
Angel went on with the prayer, saying: "Through the infinite
merits of his most sacred Heart and the Immaculate Heart
of Mary, I beg of you the conversion of poor sinners".

From the description of these events left to us by the
little Shepherds' cousin, Sister Lucia, we also know that
after having raised the host and the chalice, the Angel gave
the host to Lucy, while he gave allowed Francisco and
Jacinta to drink from the chalice, saying: "Take and drink
the Body and Blood of Jesus Christ, horribly outraged by
ungrateful men! Make reparation for their crimes and con-
sole your God". After this, he prostrated himself on the
ground once more and repeated the same prayer "Most
Holy Trinity" three times more, after which he disappeared.

Following the example given to them by the Angel, they
knelt down to adore God, and undoubtedly they did it in a
new and much deeper way than they had been accus-
tomed to when they repeated their morning offering: "I
adore You, my God, and I thank you for having created me
…". The Lord had made Himself present to them in an
unusual way and had knocked at the door of their hearts.
They heard Him knock, and they opened to Him.  He
entered to share his secrets with them and, in a pact of
love, He asked them to share with Him in his mission for
sinful humanity.  Operating in them by his grace, God,
whom it pleases to reveal Himself to little ones (cf. Mt. 11,
25; Luke 10, 21), "putting into them his law of love, writing
it upon their hearts" (cf. Jer. 31,33), and giving them the
Blood He shed for the salvation of the world to drink, trans-
forming them interiorly in order to unite them with Christ so
that his Son could make them sharers in what He himself
suffered and wishes to live in the living members of his
Body which is the Church, in order to "complete what is
lacking in his passion"(cf. Col. 1, 24)".

It was from the moment of this apparition of the Angel
of the Host onwards that Francisco and Jacinta intensified
their burning desire to receive the Eucharist.  It was in fact
known that, in 1910, Pope Pius X, with his fine intuition as
a Pastor of souls and as a Saint, had vigorously promoted
the admission to the Eucharist of children who had at-
tained the age of reason (Decree "Quam singulari Cristus
amore" of the Sacred Congregation of the Sacraments dat-
ed 8th August 1910 approved by Pope Pius X).  In so
doing, he overcame opposition from various quarters, being
convinced that, thanks to his insistence on the admission
of children to the Eucharist, there would be many children
fit for canonization as saints in the future.  In spite of this,
many bishops and priests continued to be reluctant to
admit young children to Communion, down to the days of
the little Shepherds. (Letter of Pius X to the French Bishop
of Valence: "In France there is much criticism of the idea
of early Communion which we have allowed, but we can
say that, thanks to it, there will be saints among children,
and you will live to see it happen!") The same reluctance
happened in some parts of Portugal, a fact which caused
the two little Shepherds of Fatima to suffer, as they ardent-
ly longed to be allowed to receive the Body of Jesus
present in the consecrated Host which the Angel had
showed them. (to be continued)
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In her motherly concern, the Blessed Virgin came here
to Fatima to ask men and women “to stop offending God,
Our Lord, who is already very offended”. For this reason
she asks the little shepherds: “Pray, pray very much and
make sacrifices for sinners; many souls go to hell be-
cause they have no one to pray and make sacrifices for
them”. Little Jacinta felt and personally experienced Our
Lady’s anguish, offering herself he-
roically as a victim for sinners.
(From the homily of John Paul II at the
Mass of beatification on May 13, 2000)

Shortly before the death of her
brother Francisco, which occurred
in Aljustrel on 4thApril 1919, when
Jacinta too was already ill, Our
Lady came to visit them. Jacinta
later told her cousin Lucia. "Our
Lady came to see us and she told
us she would come to take Fran-
cisco to heaven very soon, and …
she told me I would be going to
hospital …". This hospital was that
of Santo Agostinho in Vila Nova de
Ourem, where she spent the
months of July and August of the
year 1919.  Lucia has also record-
ed that "once again, the Blessed
Virgin deigned to visit Jacinta, to
tell her of new crosses and sacrific-
es awaiting her.  She gave me the
news saying: "She told me that I
am going to Lisbon to another hos-
pital; that I will not see you again,
nor my parents either, and after suf-
fering a great deal, I shall die alone.
But she said I must not be afraid,
since she herself is coming to take
me to heaven."

Jacinta and her mother spent the night of 21st January
1920 in the Rossio railway station in Lisbon.  On the
following day they were received by Maria da Purificação
Godinho, directress of the Our Lady of Miracles Orphan-
age.

On 2nd February, Jacinta was taken to Dona Estafânia
Hospital, and was operated on by Dr. Leonardo de Sousa
Castro Freire.

Sixty years later, on 5th May, 1980, in the context of
the cause for the Beatification of the two little Shepherds,
D. Alberto Amaral, Bishop of Fatima-Leiria, had a meeting
with Prof. Dr, Castro Freire during which he asked him:
'Did anything particular strike you, Doctor, about the be-
haviour of Jacinta either during or after the operation, even
without knowing that you were operating on the seer from
Fatima?'

The doctor's reply was as follows: "I am telling you the
truth.  She was a normal child, like any other child of her
age, with a normal psychical development. Obviously,
when I saw her she was physically in a very poor state of
health, and this affected her psychical state, naturally.
She gave me the impression … I was left with the impres-
sion that she was a very brave child, because a local

anaesthetic does not eliminate all
pain when opening a fistula, etc.
…The only words that I heard dur-
ing the operation were: 'Oh Jesus!
Oh! My God!"

Manuel Fernandes, who was
employed at the hospital, who
knew Jacinta and had taken her on
a stretcher from the operating thea-
tre to the ward, gave the same tes-
timony; "The little Jacinta was dif-
ferent from the others …she was
very quiet. To look at her was to
see that one  was in the presence
of a little innocent creature. In the
midst of the cruellest suffering, all
she let pass her lips were little
moans like 'O, Our Lady! Oh Our
Lady! Patience! We all have to suf-
fer in order to go to heaven'"

On February 20th, 1920, at
about 6 p.m. Jacinta said that she
was feeling ill and asked for the
Sacraments. She made her last
confession to the parish priest of
the parish of the Anjos, Fr Manuel
Pereira dos Reis and died peaceful-
ly at about 10.30 p.m. that night.

Her body was transferred to the
mortuary chapel of the hospital.  They dressed her in white
with a blue sash. On 21st February, her body was trans-
ferred to the Church of the Anjos where it remained until
February 24th, when it was sent by train to the Chão de
Maças station (in Fatima).

There were only ground-level graves available in the
cemetery in Fatima. For this reason, at Dr Formigão's
request, the Baron of Alvaiázeire made his family vault in
Vila Nova de Ourem available, and it was there that the
little shepherdess's body lay until its translation to the
cemetery of Fatima on 12th September, 1935.

Soon, this Memorial in the Ourem Cemetery close to
the Alvaiázere family vault will remind the inhabitants of
Ourem and all those who visit the cemetery of the place
where the body of the Blessed Jacinta Marto lay for fifteen
years.

MEMORIAL IN THE CEMETERY IN OUREM


