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Fatima, light of truth and hope for the world

About 250,000 pilgrims took part in the celebrations for the 91t anniversary of the First Apparition. Although many had
come from abroad, the majority of the pilgrims were Portuguese. Some 40,000 had walked from their towns and villages,
in silence, meditating and making sacrifices, in a true spiritual retreat. When this great celebration of faith was over, they
left this spiritual oasis with full hearts and returned to their homes, bringing the blessings of Our Lady of Fatima to their
families and friends.

Cardinal Saraiva Martins presided at the Concelebration on 13" May, together with 24 Bishops and 225 priests. The full

text of his homily follows:

We, too, have arrived in
Fatima, called by heaven,
like the little Shepherds. It
was Our Lady who invited us
to come to this holy place,
true ‘altar of the world’ from
which the evangelical light of
Love and Mercy shone forth,
now over 90 years ago.

Fatima opens out its
arms in an loving embrace
for each one of you, dear pil-
grims, who have come here
even from far distant places
in order to meet God in the
living and sacramental signs
of his presence, to hear his
Word, to return, like chil-
dren, to the School of Mary,
the holiest and most loving of all Mothers.

Like brothers and sisters of the same family, it is
lovely to contemplate our common Mother, who speaks to
us of God and teaches us, even today, how to come
close to God, our one hope, our full and definitive happi-
ness.

The ways of faith, at times inaccessible and always
taxing, lie open to us because Someone trod them before
us, bathing them in his Blood. In Fatima, our steps have
been preceded by those of Lucia, Francisco and Jacinta,
and of countless thousands of brothers and sisters, who
came, as we have come, in search of the Lord in order to
traverse courageously the ways of the Gospel.

1. On 13" May, 1917, Our Lady spoke of Heaven,
because She is a specialist in heavenly things. She
dwells in God and her home is eternity. When She said:
‘I come from heaven’, She was speaking of her Homeland,
of the Promised Land which She received in inheritance

from God, for her faith.
Thus, when She speaks of
Heaven, She speaks of
what most pertains to Her,
of what suits Her perfecily.
Mary knows how to ad-
dress herself, with maternal
authority, to those who are
still on pilgrimage on earth,
still on the way to their
ultimate Destination. She
knows well the weariness,
She understands the anxie-
ties and distresses of our
time, She penetrates the
depth of our hearts and has
words of consolation in the
tribulations of our exist-
ence. She, who specialises
in heavenly things, wants to teach us how to walk well on
earth so that at least a reflection of Heaven will shine forth
in our lives; so that in this world, in the midst of the trials
and sufferings of the present time, the fire of Christian
hope will not be extinguished.

2. When Our Lady appeared to Lucia and her two
cousins, Francisco and Jacinta, with maternal concern
She foresaw the wounds and contradictions of our era. It
was not by chance that She appeared at the beginning of
a century bloodied by the madness of two world wars,
marked by extreme nationalisms, by atheistic and materi-
alistic ideologies which seek to stifle the faith in human
hearts, as generation succeeds generation.

This dark shadow of suspicion with regard to God and
his work remains down to our own day. Today, too, we
are faced with a continuation of this “apostasy of faith”, as
Pope John Paul Il termed it, which progressively compro-
mised and spread its poison throughout our Christian Eu-



rope. Down through the centuries Europe has always of-
fered to the world a culture rich in humanity, creative, and
respectful of human beings and their high dignity as sons
and daughters of God and brothers and sisters of Christ.

3. ltis precisely in our own era, saturated and desper-
ate as it is, that the heart of this Mother continues to
speak, expressing the things of God in a familiar, simple
language, easily understood by all. Starting from ordinary
humble everyday life, She raises us at once to contempla-
tion of the things of Heaven, because this is where we
came from, and also where we are going to, our true
Home. With us, She repeats, like a patient catechist, the
truth and the dogmas of the faith, confirmed yet again,
and presented in a new light. The commandments of the
law of God, the Church, the Sacraments, the Last Things,
charity and pardon: all gain value and consistency. All
deserve to be considered and received as a gift of grace,
as a gift of our beloved Heavenly Mother, the Lady in white
who appeared here to three children.

4. Fatima speaks to us of children — think of your
own children — the most beautiful and delicate flowers of
Creation, placed by God in the bosom of our families to fill
us with wonder at their innocence and purity. Fatima
speaks of simple families, modest but worthy, capable of
being supportive of their neighbours, of friends and ac-
quaintances, of the poor. It speaks to us of the games of
children, suddenly illuminated by a totally unexpected
Light and a Grace — the vision of an Angel and of Our
Lady — and shows us with what seriousness those little
hearts welcomed the calls from Heaven. ‘God is saddened
by sin and there is no-one to console Him!", Francisco
used to say, struck by the suffering of a God who is
offended and insulted. His childish heart opened to the
depths of contemplation and mysticism in the presence of
Jesus hidden in the Tabernacle.

Jacinta saw, with indescribable anguish, the eternal
suffering awaiting unrepentant sinners ,and offered her life
as a holocaust to save them from hell.

Lucia, too, — Sr Lucia of Jesus and of the Immaculate
Heart — received Our Lady’s call into her life , and so
gave us an example of service to the Church, faithful unto
death, within the great tradition of the consecrated life and
Carmel. She lived for nearly 100 years, but her soul, her
eyes, her heart remained those of a child, the little girl of
Aljustrel who had spoken with heaven and who carried to
the end, in her spirit, as if within a precious casket, the
great treasure of the Grace which she then received..

5. In 1917, the Virgin Mary came once again to com-
fort, correct, illuminate and direct her children in the ways
of Truth. Jesus said: “My words are Spirit and Truth” (Jn
6, 63); “I am the Way, the Truth and the Life” (Jn 14, 4). In
responding to the silent or manifest «apostasy of faith» —
there is also an «apostasy of reason» — the Virgin Mary
does not utter the empty words of the world or the lie of a
new ideology, but once again presents Christ and Christ
crucified)cf. (1 Cor. 1, 23), a stumbling block for the intelli-
gentsia of each epoch, and madness for the wise of this
world, but a holy and friendly Light for those who believe
and for those who, by believing, offer the very best hom-
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age also to Reason, thirsting for the Truth and open to the
knowledge of God.

6. ‘Fear not!’ This is what the Angel in Christ’s tomb
said to the women who were filled with fear and astonish-
ment (cf. Mk 16, 6). ‘Do not be afraid!’ were the words
the Angel of Peace addressed to the little Shepherds at
the place of the Skull. ‘Do not be afraid!” ‘Open’, or,
rather ‘throw wide the doors to Christ’ was what our belov-
ed Pope John Paul Il said over and over again at the
beginning and throughout his long and fruitful Pontificate.

The people of today, deceived and disillusioned by life,
at times appear to have given up hoping. The seeming
certainties of the ideologies, such as well-being and con-
sumerism which apparently satisfy our needs and require-
ments, are no more. All these systems are increasingly
seen to be inconsistent, to have fallen apart. They are all
radically incapable of making people happy.

Only in God can human beings find themselves com-
pletely. Faith is not a flight from one’s own responsibilities
nor yet a sterile concentration on oneself; it is the source
of light and inner strength which fills us with life and
enables us to tackle courageously the problems and chal-
lenges of life.

7. Faith confronts and purifies our illusions, revealing
our inability to create our own selves and to decide things
on our own. Precisely for this reason, Our Lady welcomes
in Fatima the command received from her Son, Jesus
Christ, at the foot of the Cross and shows herself to be
the mother of us all. In each one she sees the likeness to
her Son and patiently builds each one up with the instru-
ments of Grace.

Fatima is a school of truth because it protects us from
fables and teaches us to confront and interpret reality with
the heart of God. It is not silent about the ultimate desti-
ny of mankind, does not minimise our responsibilities, but
points out the ways that lead us to the Mystery.

Fatima is a school of prayer, as the basic way that
leads to the Heart of God. Fatima is a school of penance
and of the generous offering of ourselves in accordance
with the great tradition of the Church: the most beautiful
fruits can only be formed and germinate in a silent and
hidden death to the world in order to come to a new birth
in the following of the will of God.

8. Faced with the loss of the meaning of values and
the disorientation of consciences, Our Lady points out the
non-negotiable principles from which one must begin in
order to create a correct Christian and civil society. Life,
the family, matrimony, as a stable and faithful union be-
tween a man and a woman, and in no other way, concrete
charity, personal dignity, extended to all the moments
and all the dimensions of existence. This is the basis and
the climate — both human and Christian — in which the
Message and the events of the Cova da lIria are to be
viewed.

In a world that thirsts for hope and happiness, the
Virgin Mary replies with one word that summarises it all:
Jesus. Only in Him is there Peace, only in Him can Hope
flourish, only in Him is there Life, the gift of Heaven. And
Christ came so that all might have life, and have it in
abundance (cf. Jn. 10, 10).



THE HOLINESS OF THE LITTLE SHEPHERDS

Fr. Paolo Molinari, SJ

Fr Paolo Molinari S.J. was appointed Postulator for the Causes of Beatification and Canonisation of the Little Shepherds
of Fatima on 24" November, 1979. Having been invited to take part in the International Congress “Fatima for the XXI
Century”, he gave a lecture on the holiness of the little Shepherds on 11" October 2007. We give below the second and

concluding part of this lecture.

We know that, on 13" May 1917, while they were
shepherding their flock in the Cova da Iria, the children
were surprised by an apparition of Our Lady, who asked
them to return there on the 13" of every month until the
following October. During the apparition on 13" July, a
secret was entrusted to them which they were told not to
reveal to anyone.

It was during this same apparition (on 13" July 1917)
that, according to Sr Lucy’s account of what happened,
the Lady from Heaven said to them: «Sacrifice yourselves
for sinners, and say many times, especially whenever you
make some sacrifice: ‘O Jesus, it is for love of You, for
the conversion of sinners, and in reparation for the sins
committed against the Immaculate Heart of Mary’». From
then onwards, the two little Shepherds, lovingly educated
by the Mother of God, intensified their spirit of prayer and
penance by virtue of which they ever more generously
offered sacrifices to obtain the conversion of sinners.

But it is precisely in this connection that, in speaking
of the holiness of the little Shepherds, | feel obliged to give
a further exceedingly necessary explanation, which is as
follows:

The little Shepherds of Fatima are known because of
the ‘apparitions’ which occurred close to their village and
of which they themselves were the only witnesses. How-
ever, the fact of their having been so privileged, and of Our
Blessed Lady having condescended to show Herself to
them, in no way constitutes a proof of their holiness.
Apparitions, visions and other extraordinary phenomena
which God may grant to particular human beings are grac-
es gratis datae which, as such, do not necessarily make
the person who receives them a better person.

It is different matter to say whether what the little
Shepherds received influenced the way in which they cor-
responded with the grace which had been granted to them
by God. On this point | want to state categorically that
this is exactly what happened, and so one must in fact
speak in terms of the holiness of the little Shepherds of
Fatima.

Having said this, | think | should make it clear that the
first display of holiness of the little Shepherds was the
way they listened attentively to the voice that came to
them from Heaven by means of an Angel, God’s messen-
ger, and then through the Virgin Mary, God’s Mother. Con-
sequently, what we see here is a humble openness of
heart to what God was looking for from them, followed by
a readiness to put into practice what they had been told.
This docility becomes, in fact, the loving accomplishment
of the will of God and an unshakeable fidelity to the prom-
ises made even when they were seriously threatened.

Another clear sign of the holiness of Francisco and
Jacinta is undoubtedly the fact that they accepted what
Our Lady asked of them, this being translated into perse-
verance in prayer and so in the constant recitation of the
Rosary, even when this was not made easy by exterior

circumstances. We only have to think of Francisco who,
by praying, without human respect of any kind, with Jacin-
ta while they were in prison, gave a witness which prompt-
ed several of the other prisoners to join them.

As | have already indicated, it is clear that the way the
two little Shepherds listened to what was said to them by
the Angel and by Our Lady manifested a sincere interior
disposition which enabled them to grasp what was deep-
est in what had been said to them: the sense of adoration
of God who, unfortunately, is deliberately derided and ig-
nored by many people.

From this follows the need they felt for reparation to be
offered in union with Our Lord Jesus Christ who, by dying
on the cross, poured out his blood in order to redeem
sinful human beings and whose sacrifice is renewed in the
Eucharist, thereby making it constantly present amongst
us.

Their appreciation of Jesus’ gift of himself on the cross
produced in the little Shepherds that surprising readiness
to offer with the suffering Jesus their little and great sacri-
fices in reparation for the sins committed by human be-
ings and at the same time in order to obtain the conver-
sion of sinners.

This, in my view, is what one can and must say when
speaking, as one does, about the little Shepherds’ re-
sponse to God’s invitations to them to make them ever
more like his Son. At the same time, | must also say
that there is no doubt that Francisco and Jacinta devel-
oped, each in their own way, a new and more intense
relationship with God and this, too, in virtue of the person-
al qualities and temperament which God had given them.

Francisco, who, by temperament, was more reflective
and withdrawn, was particularly struck with what the An-
gel had said to them about the outrages, sacrileges and
indifference with which Jesus Christ is offended, He who
is present in all the tabernacles in the world. He was
saddened by the pain that afflicted the heart of Jesus on
account of the lack of a loving response on the part of so
many human beings. Deeply aware of the presence of
Jesus in the Eucharist, Francisco felt a deep desire ‘to be
with Him’, to ‘keep Him company’, to ‘console Him’ and to
‘receive Him in his heart’. These are the expressions of a
little boy revealing what is finest, most intimate and pro-
found in his life. They are expressions which touch the
heart of children who are sensitive to these sentiments,
especially if they are expressed in a language which they
can understand.

When, in October 1917, at the beginning of the school
year, Francisco began to attend the primary school in a
house close to the parish church, he used to walk, with
his cousin Lucia, the two kilometres which was the dis-
tance between Aljustrel and the school. When they were
passing in front of the church, he used to seize the oppor-
tunity to spend a lot of time in prayer before the Tabernac-
le. Later, in the following year, Francisco used to say to

3



Lucia: «Listen! You go to school, and I'll stay here in the
church, close to the Hidden Jesus. It’s not worth my while
learning to read, as I'll be going to heaven very soon».
What could he have meant by «close to Jesus» other
than to keep him company... to do what a child can do
with his silent and loving presence to console a dear
person who is sad?

Jacinta, who was by temperament much more lively
and sensitive, was particularly struck by the visions of the
consequences of sin: the offence against God and the
punishment of the sinners in hell. Thanks to the outpour-
ing of grace and with Our Lady’s help, there developed in
her a very strong compassion for the unhappy lot of sin-
ners, and she felt a great need to do all in her power so
that they would be converted. Thus she offered to God
and to Our Blessed Lady all her sacrifices great and
small, especially the terrible physical suffering caused by
her illness and above all the great loneliness she was
forced to endure when she was transferred to a hospital in
Lisbon and she realised that she would never see even
her parents again. However, even at this juncture, utterly
alone in the last days of her life, animated by the same
spirit shown by her brother, who had died a year earlier,
she did not hesitate to express herself as follows: «O my
good Jesus, | love You» to which she added, with the
fresh simplicity of a child and in a loving form of blackmail:
«Now you can convert many sinners ... because this is a
really big sacrifice».

In this way Jacinta united herself with the suffering
Jesus, the Jesus who endured his passion in order to
save humanity. The readiness with which she turned to
Our Lady in order to say to Her, in her simple language,
that she accepted and was offering her intense suffering
provided She would save sinners is something which chil-
dren understand and respond to, and for this reason are
led to follow the example given to them by Jacinta.

The way in which these two children conversed with
the Lord indicates yet another characteristic aspect of
their relationship with God. They spoke one to one with
the Lord and with Our Lady because, for them, they were
real people. Hence prayer for them was not a formality but
a true intimate heart-to-heart conversation.

Turning now to what | said earlier when | spoke of the
way in which Francisco explained to his cousin the need
he felt to be ‘close to Jesus’, | wish now to draw attention
to this later sign of holiness manifested by both the chil-
dren: the faith filled with love that they had for Jesus in the
Eucharist.

After the meeting during which the Angel had held the
Chalice and the Host before them, the two children had an
inner perception of the presence of Jesus hidden under
the Eucharistic appearances of bread and wine. They
were deeply struck by the fact that the Angel held a
chalice in his left hand while in the right he held up a host

from which drops of blood fell into the chalice. Moved
interiorly by the grace of God, they were given a true
perception of the love which God has for all human beings,
a love so intense that it impelled Him to offer his life in
sacrifice for us on the cross and renews itself constantly
on our altars.

Thanks to all this, there developed within them that
urgent necessity to spend long periods of time before the
Tabernacle in order to keep Jesus company, as well as
the ardent desire to receive Him in Holy Communion.
Their living faith in the Eucharist, the intimate sensation of
the real presence of Jesus in the consecrated Host, and
the deeply felt need to be close to Him and to adore Him,
to make reparation for the offences committed against
Him, led them to unite their small and great feelings with
those of Jesus who offered Himself for the salvation of
us all.

Thus the holiness of the little shepherds of Fatima can
be explained by saying that we are dealing with two chil-
dren who developed an intense love for Jesus Our Lord;
two children who, by following docilely and lovingly all the
indications they had been given, learnt what it means to
pray and how to live a truly intimate friendship with Jesus
and with his Mother; two children in whom, by virtue of
this friendship, lived in union with Jesus and shared the
love that He showed by sacrificing Himself for sinners; ...
two children who by their lives transmitted to all, great and
small, a message of love and truth.
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This bulletin is a means of contact between the Secre-
tariate for the Little Shepherds and the members of the
League of Prayer and Sacrifice throughout the world. The
League was founded in 1963 in Fatima in order to promote
the canonization of Francisco and Jacinta.

Published in seven languages: English, Spanish, Ger-
man, French, Italian, Hungarian and Portuguese it is sent
free of charge every three months to anyone who asks to
receive it. Free-will offerings great and small to help cover
the cost of publication, as well as to finance the cost of
the Causes, are always gratefully received. These can be
sent direct to the Secretariado dos Pastorinhos by
cheque or via bank transfer to:

Banco Millennium bcp
IBAN: PT50 - 0033 - 0000 - 45340426373 - 05
Swift Code: BCOMPTPL

Pleae do not put loose money in an envelope as it very
often gets lost.
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